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Sanscrit name indicates its ancient cultivation in India; it was,
however, not known to classic writers, and it. seems certain that it
was introduced by the Portuguese into Western Africa and the
Cape Verde ands, Island that it did not exist in the West Indies,
Guiana, nor Brazil at the time of the discovery of America.    It
has been supposed to be indigenous in the Indian Archipelago
and on the Nicobar and Coco islands of  the  Bay  of  Bengal—-
and this would explain its early  cultivation  on   the  coasts  of
India and Ceylon.    But all the other species of the genus CocOs
are confined to South America, and those that have been  said
to be indigenous in Mexico, s6em to belong to the genus Attalea.
Considerations of botanical  geography would,  therefore, point
to the west coast of  Central   America   as   its  home.     Martius,
indeed, considers it not improbable that the original home of
this palm was on the islands near the Isthmus of Panama, and
that the nuts were transported thence by westerly currents to
Cocos Island, 200  miles   west of the  coast,  which  was   found
densely   covered   with   coconut   trees  by   its  first   discoverer,
without any sign  of human habitations.    From there it is not
difficult to explain the further spread of the nuts by the regular
currents and by storms to the Sandwich, Marquesas, and other
islands of the Pacific,  and to the islands  of the Indian Archi-
pelago, whence it may have been introduced into India.    A. De
Candolle seems inclined. to accept  the  American origin of the
coconut, and Griesebach entertains  no  doubt on   the   subject.
Cook has recently shown that the coconut is in all probability
a native of America.    At  present it is found in every part of
the tropics, where it flourishes in the greatest luxuriance in the
vicinity of the sea, especially a few feet above high-water mark.
Although  that  is  its   chief  habitat,  it   cannot   be   termed   an
exclusively littoral plant, for it has been met far inland, e. g.>
at Merida in Yucatan, at Patna in Bengal, at Concepcion del Pao,
With regard to the latter place Humboldt remarks:   'I was the
more struck with the fact (of finding the coconut tree at this
great distance from   the  sea)   because  the  veracity   of   those
travellers  who  have  asserted  the   existence   of  this Palm  at
Timbuetoo, in the centre of Africa, has been called in question.
Bonpland and I saw it repeatedly amid the cultivated spots on
the Rio Magdalena, more than a hundred leagues from the coast/
There is, on tlie other hand, no doubt that the Coconut Palm

